
Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Your CDC FOIA Request #21-01616-FOIA

PThomas3@cdc.gov <PThomas3@cdc.gov> Thu, Sep 2, 2021 at 2:26 PM

To: cmssyc@gmail.com

September 2, 2021

Request Number: 21-01616-FOIA

Dear Mr. Massey:

This is regarding your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of July 27, 2021, for All studies and/or reports in the

possession, custody or control of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and/or the Agency for Toxic

Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) describing the purification of any "West Nile virus" (i.e. via filtration and

use of an ultracentrifuge), directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, where the patient sample was not first

combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero cells; fetal bovine serum).

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the suspected "virus" and

instead: • cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or • performed an amplification test (i.e. a

PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture, or on genetic material from any unpurified

substance, and/or • fabricated a "genome" by assembling/aligning PCR-detected sequences in the total RNA from a

patient sample or from a cell culture or from any unpurified substance, and/or • produced electron microscopy images

of unpurified things. For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires

host cells in order to replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells.

Further, I am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting

records that describe its purification (separation from everything else in the patient sample, as per standard laboratory

practices for the purification of other very small things).

Please see the attached letter.

Sincerely,

CDC/ATSDR FOIA Office

770-488-6399

2 attachments

21-01616-FOIA - Request Description.pdf

87K

Final Response No Records.pdf

122K
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Thomas, Paula (CDC/OCOO/OD)

From: Christine Massey <cmssyc@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 4:55 PM

To: FOIA Requests (CDC)

Subject: FOIA request to CDC re: "West Nile virus" purification

July 27, 2021 

 

To: 

Roger Andoh  

Freedom of Information Officer 

1600 Clifton Rd NE MS T-01 

Atlanta, Georgia 30333 

Email: FOIARequests@cdc.gov 

Phone: 770-488-6277 

Fax: 770-488-6200 

 

 

Dear Freedom of Information Officer,  

 

 

This is a formal request for access to general records, made under the Freedom of Information Act.  

 

Description of Requested Records: 

 

All studies and/or reports in the possession, custody or control of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

and/or the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) describing the purification of any "West Nile 

virus" (i.e. via filtration and use of an ultracentrifuge), directly from a sample taken from a diseased human, where the 

patient sample was not first combined with any other source of genetic material (i.e. monkey kidney cells aka Vero 

cells; fetal bovine serum).   

 

Please note that I am not requesting studies/reports where researchers failed to purify the suspected "virus" and 

instead: 

• cultured an unpurified sample or other unpurified substance, and/or 

• performed an amplification test (i.e. a PCR test) on all the RNA from a patient sample or from a cell culture, or 

on genetic material from any unpurified substance, and/or  

• fabricated a "genome" by assembling/aligning PCR-detected sequences in the total RNA from a patient sample 

or from a cell culture or from any unpurified substance, and/or  

• produced electron microscopy images of unpurified things. 

For further clarity, please note I am already aware that according to virus theory a "virus" requires host cells in order to 

replicate, and I am not requesting records describing the replication of a "virus" without host cells.   

 

Further, I am not requesting records that describe a suspected "virus" floating in a vacuum; I am simply requesting 

records that describe its purification (separation from everything else in the patient sample, as per standard laboratory 

practices for the purification of other very small things).   

 






