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Medicines shortages / supply problems: 
The following medicines have been reported as being in short supply locally and / or nationally. 
NHSE advice is not to make any changes to normal medicines usage during the Covid19 outbreak which 
could destabilise the supply chain. 
For national information on long term supply issues see MIMS Shortages Tracker (requires log in, but 
practice staff can get this free of charge) and SPS Shortages information (again, requires log in).  
If you become aware of a shortage that is not covered in this document please email CCG incident control 
centre nnestccg.nottsincidents@nhs.net where queries will be logged and filtered to the Medicines 
Optimisation team as appropriate. 
 

Index: 

Discontinued / Recalls Page 

Bydureon Dual Chamber Pen (Exenatide) 18 

Celevac 18 

Danazol 10 

Diltiazem once daily (Slozem®)  8 

Emerade – All stock recalled, urgent action 
needed to replace patients’ autoinjectors 

6 

Haloperidol 500mcg capsules (Serenace®) 3 

Ranitidine 8 

Risperdal 18 

Spiroco XL (ropinirole MR) 4mg 15 

VitA-POS 8 
  

Manufacturing problems (long term) Page 

Bupropion (Zyban®) 10 

Colestyramine (Questran and Questran Light) 13 

Diamorphine 3 

Metoprolol 9 

Co-careldopa 25mg/100mg 17 
  

Manufacturing problems (potentially short 
term, keep checking) 

Page 

Acea (metronidazole) 0.75% gel 16 

Apixaban  17 

Caverject 14 

Chloral Betaine 17 

Clobazam 18 

Clonidine 14 

Co-amilofruse 18 

Dalacin T 14 

Desmopressin nasal sprays / nasal solution 16 

Emollients 11 

Enalapril  14 

Flixotide Nebules 12 

HRT 9 

Gaviscon Advance Liquid 15 

Imipramine 12 

Konakion MM 18 

Laxatives 9 

Lithium (Priadel) 13 

Lodoxamide eye drops 12 

Nabumetone 14 

Norimin® and Brevinor®  8 

https://www.mims.co.uk/drug-shortages-live-tracker/article/1581516
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/department-of-health-and-pharmaceutical-market-strategy-group-pmsg-supply-updates/
mailto:nnestccg.nottsincidents@nhs.net
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Pancreatin (Pancrex V) 15 

Phenelzine 10 

Phenindione 16 

Promethazine 17 

Sulfasalazine (Salazopyrin EN) 500mg GR tablets  17 

Sastravi and Stanek 11 

Sofradex drops 18 

Sterculia (Normacol and Normacol plus granule) 14 

Verapamil (Securon and Half Securon) 13 

Zonisamide  16 

Cefotaxime 18 
  

Shortage due to increased demand Page 

Clenil inhaler (and Soprobec) 2 

End of Life medicines (general advice) 3 

- Levomepromazine injection and tablets 3 

- Glycopyrronium injection 3 

- Haloperidol injection and oral meds 3 

- Midazolam injection 3 

- Morphine Injection 3 

H2 antagonists 7 

Paracetamol 4 

Pethidine 14 

Sertraline (link to FAQ)  

Sukkarto® (Metformin) 7 

Sulfasalazine 500mg suppositories 6 

Sulpiride 10 
  

No shortage, but…  Page 

Formula baby milk 4 

Fostair® inhaler 4 

Hydroxychloroquine 7 
  

Resolved  

Acetazolamide 6 

Azathioprine 6 

Azelaic acid 15% (Finacea®) 9 

Betamethasone drops 10 

Buprenorphine (Bupeaze) 13 

Colecalciferol (Stexerol D3) 13 

Gaviscon Infant Sachets 10 

Lacosamide 12 

Lansoprazole (Zoton Fastabs) 15 

Manevac granules  14 

Mirtazapine orodispersible tablets 11 

Propantheline  7 

Sulfasalazine oral suspension 5 

Sytron® oral solution (sodium feredetate) 7 

Valios ODT- memantine orodispersible 15 

Valproic acid (valproate semisodium) 11 

Venlafaxine 5 

 
CLENIL inhaler (beclometasone dipropionate) 

https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1570/sertraline_shortage.pdf


LIVE DOCUMENT – UPDATED REGULARLY  
(press Ctrl + F5 together to ensure you see the most up to date version) 

 

Written by Medicines Optimisation Team, Nottingham & Nottinghamshire CCG. 3 
Last updated: 29/10/2020  Back to index 

The shortage was caused by increased demand and a delay in component material supply, but this has 
since been resolved. 
 

Note that some new batches of Clenil 100 are a different colour to normal, beige with a yellow cap 
instead of brown with a white cap.  These are similar in appearance to Clenil 50 so care must be taken to 
confirm the strength particularly if stepping up/down. More detail here. 

Patient information leaflet about batch variation here. 
 

END OF LIFE MEDICINES 
Some anticipatory medication used for end of life care may become difficult to obtain.  

See Medicines Management FAQ for more information and advice. 

 

 DIAMORPHINE 

Accord is experiencing a long term out of stock of both 5mg and 10mg strengths with no 

confirmed resupply date. Wockhardt’s 5mg and 10mg strengths are currently available with 

limited supplies. The indication from both suppliers of diamorphine 5mg and 10mg strengths is 

that the supply will remain unpredictable for the foreseeable future.  Diamorphine hydrochloride 

30mg, 100mg, 500mg are available but manufacturers are unable to support an increase in 

demand on these strengths. Sufficient supplies of morphine sulfate 10mg/ml injection are 

available from Ethypharm and Hameln to ensure continuity of supply. The Hameln presentation is 

preservative free.  Note that morphine and diamorphine are not equipotent (diamorphine 5mg 

injection is approximately equivalent to morphine 7.5mg (SC/IV/IM) injection), see UKMi memo 

for further information. An updated SDA was issued 25 March. See the link below for further 

information: 

https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103005  

 

 GLYCOPYRRONIUM 200mcg/1ml & 600mcg/3ml injections: Stock available to primary care from 
Martindale/Ethypharm in 200mcg/ml and 600mcg/3l injections via AAH (PIP Code GLY0341W) 
and from Advanz in 200mcg/ml injection via Alliance (PIP code; 1040344). 

 

 HALOPERIDOL ORAL MEDICATION: Note that the Serenace® brand (Teva) of haloperidol 
500microgram capsules has been discontinued.  

Thame Labs Haloperidol 5mg/5ml oral solution sugar free is out of stock until March 2021.  
Limited supplies are available from Pinewood but they are unable to support increased demand. 

Haloperidol oral solution (1mg/5ml and 5mg/5ml) is available to primary care from DAWA Ltd via 
Phoenix and if pharmacies are unable to get this, they can contact DAWA Ltd directly on - T: +44 
(0) 20 8423 3800  E: vikash@drugsrus.co.uk 

Haldol 2mg/ml oral solution is available from Janssen-Cilag (£7.10 for 100ml) 500mcg = 0.25ml so 
this strength more suited to higher doses 

Haloperidol 500mcg tablets are available from Crescent Pharma (£39.52 for 28) 

A 200mcg/ml oral solution (Halkid) is also available from Thame labs (£89.90 for 100ml) but is not 
cost effective. 

https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN_2020_060-Haloperidol-
5mg_5ml-oral-solution-sugar-free.pdf  

 

 HALOPERIDOL INJECTION 5mg/1ml: Stock is now available to primary care from manufacturers 
Advanz and DAWA Ltd. Advanz supplies to AAH and Alliance; while DAWA Ltd supplies Phoenix. 
DAWA Ltd advised: ‘we have been made aware from multiple CCGs that there is a supply chain 
disruption of Haloperidol Injection. There has been an increase in demand in recent weeks due to 
COVID-19. We want to reassure the CCGs that there is stock available from the mainline 

https://www.chiesi.uk.com/supply-of-chiesi-products
https://www.chiesirespiratory.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Clenil_100mcg_Batch-Variation-Patient_Leaflet.pdf
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1537/anticipatory-meds_shortage.pdf
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/shortage-of-diamorphine-5-and-10mg/
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103005
tel:+442084233800
tel:+442084233800
mailto:vikash@drugsrus.co.uk
https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN_2020_060-Haloperidol-5mg_5ml-oral-solution-sugar-free.pdf
https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN_2020_060-Haloperidol-5mg_5ml-oral-solution-sugar-free.pdf
https://bnf.nice.org.uk/drug/haloperidol.html
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wholesalers, at the moment. Phoenix UK has good stock levels. Should anyone in Primary Care or 
hospices still struggle to get hold of stocks, they can get in contact with us directly, and we can 
arrange supply to them’.    PIP CODE: 8864597           HALOPERIDOL INJ 5MG/ML PI 10   

  T: +44 (0) 20 8423 3800  E: vikash@drugsrus.co.uk . 
 

 LEVOMEPROMAZINE: Stock of Levomepromazine injection is now available from Sanofi Aventis to 
primary care via Phoenix (PIP Code 332890). There is a primary care allocation of highest 3 
months of demand + 10%, after which stock must be accessed via Sanofi directly on presenting 
prescription (case by case). Sanofi have not reported many allocation targets hit by providers as 
upper limit has been so significantly increased.  There is also stock of Levomepromazine 25mg 
oral tablets available via AAH and Phoenix for primary care. 

 MIDAZOLAM 10mg/2ml solution for Injection: Stock is now available to primary care from 
Hameln via AAH  (PIP Code MID0054K) and Cheplapharm via Alliance (PIP Code 362475) and 
Phoenix (PIP Code 362475) 

 MORPHINE 10mg/1ml injection: Stock is now available to primary care from Hameln via Alliance 
(PIP Code 8150542) and Phoenix (PIP Code 770057) and Martindale/Ethypharm via Phoenix (PIP 
Code 770057), AAH (PIP Code MOR0293C) and Alliance (PIP Code 8150542). 

 

FORMULA (BABY) MILK 
 There are some concerns that there is a shortage of formula milk.  This is purely caused by 

stockpiling and not a supplier issue. There should be no need to prescribe standard baby milk.   
The following document is a useful resource: Further information 

 

FOSTAIR Inhaler 
 Some pharmacies reported that all strengths of Fostair Inhaler (MDI & DPI) are unavailable to 

order from their wholesalers & have been for a few days. 

 Chiesi have reported that there is no manufacturing problem and that stock has been delivered to 
wholesalers now. The problem was a due to a surge in demand; they have also advised checking 
with other wholesalers like Alliance and Phoenix as they also stock their products. Do not 
prescribe more than you normally would – see BTS advice. 

 

PARACETAMOL 
Solid dosage forms: 

 Paracetamol is currently in short supply caused by a sudden upsurge in demand.  We are aware of 
pressure on GPs to prescribe paracetamol ‘just in case’ and for OTC conditions. 

 We have been assured that there is no manufacturing or supply issue nationally so stocks will 
improve.  There are some public messages planned that may help reduce the stockpiling. 

 Please use your clinical judgement.  If patients are clinically unwell, paracetamol is the 
appropriate treatment and if the patient has no stocks at home then until supplies are more 
stable prescribing of short term quantities may be considered. 

 

Liquid: 

 There have been reported difficulties in obtaining liquid paracetamol due to a supply flow.  

 It is possible that there may be some availability of paediatric soluble tablets and carers should 
ask the pharmacist. Older children may be able to take paracetamol tablets (scored) if they are 
halved or quartered. There are ways that the taste of the medication can be masked if necessary 
e.g. crushing a tablet and administering in a spoonful of yoghurt or giving a strong tasting drink 
afterwards. Generally, crushing a tablet and adding it to a drink tends not to work very well as the 
bits can get left at the bottom of the cup. It is more reliable to mix the crushed tablet with a small 

tel:+442084233800
mailto:vikash@drugsrus.co.uk
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1528/baby-milk.pdf
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1528/baby-milk.pdf
https://www.brit-thoracic.org.uk/document-library/quality-improvement/covid-19/bts-information-respiratory-inhalers/
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amount of liquid and draw it up in an oral syringe. Carers should be advised to talk to the 
pharmacist and ask if and how medicines can be mixed with a drink or food. 

 Paracetamol suppositories, although not widely stocked, do appear to be available to order so 
this may offer an alternative route of administration for some patients e.g. those with enteral 
tubes, or where the salt content of soluble tablets may be problematic. 

 Where paracetamol does need to be given via a feeding tube, the soluble tablets are generally 
preferred as the oral suspension is hyperosmolar and may cause diarrhoea when given via tubes 
terminating in the jejunum. Each tablet should  be dissolved in at least 50ml of water, wait for the 
effervescent reaction to finish, swirl the solution then draw up into a 50ml enteral syringe, 
administer via the tube, then rinse the beaker with water and administer this also to ensure the 
full dose is given.  Flush the tube as normal.   

 Soluble paracetamol 500mg tablets may be halved or quartered (many brands are scored) prior to 
dissolving in water (25ml for half a tablet or 12.5ml for quarter of a tablet) to provide 250mg and 
125mg doses (off label for children under 10) however the resulting solution may taste 
unpleasant.  The taste could be masked with squash if necessary. 

 

VENLAFAXINE 
Modified Release: 

 Morningside Healthcare has confirmed that all strengths of Vensir XL are in stock (venlafaxine MR 
capsules 75mg, 150mg, 225mg).  

 Recommendation: Prescribe generically (make sure to select modified release) to allow 
pharmacies to dispense any brand and this is cost effective.  It is not clinically important to stick to 
one brand for venlafaxine. However, to prevent confusion, if prescribing generically patients 
should be made aware that they may receive different brands.    

 Note that the 225mg MR tablets / capsules are expensive and it is more cost effective to prescribe 
150mg + 75mg.  

 

Immediate Release: 

 No reports of shortages to date. 

 

SULFASALAZINE - Resolved 
ORAL SUSPENSION 

 Rosemont confirm that they are unable to manufacture sulfasalazine 250mg/5ml oral suspension, 
because they cannot get hold of the raw ingredients*. It is to be out of stock until late September 
2020. Sulfasalazine 500mg tablets remain available. 

 Some Specials manufacturers are able to produce an unlicensed sulfasalazine 250mg/5ml oral 
suspension.   

 For patients with insufficient supplies, clinicians should consider prescribing non-enteric coated 
sulfasalazine 500mg tablets which are scored and can be halved and if necessary crushed.  

 Patients taking doses that are not in increments of 250mg should be reviewed by a doctor and the 
dose adjusted to increments of 250mg where possible.  

 If sulfasalazine 500mg tablets are not appropriate or a dose adjustment to increments of 250mg is 
not possible, consider prescribing unlicensed sulfasalazine 250mg/5ml oral suspension available 
from Specials manufacturers. 

 UK Medicines Information have advised that all non-enteric coated preparations of sulfasalazine 
500mg tablets are scored and can be halved. If the patient cannot swallow the half tablet, then it 
can be crushed and mixed in 15-30ml water or a soft foodstuff and swallowed. The crushing of 
the tablet will be an unlicensed use of the medicine.  
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 The following Specials manufacturers have currently confirmed they can manufacture 
sulfasalazine 250mg/5ml oral suspension (please note, there may be other companies that can 
also manufacture): Eaststone Ltd ; IPS Pharma ; Lexon UK Ltd ; Nova Laboratories Ltd ; TEMAG 
Pharma  

 Note that oral suspension and plain tablets are not licensed for rheumatoid arthritis and are not 
covered under the shared care protocol. However, repatriation to secondary care is probably not 
appropriate at present. Prescribers and patients should be aware that it is being used off label. 

 Note that sulfasalazine suppositories are only for use in ulcerative colitis or Crohn’s disease 
affecting the rectum because they have lower absorption levels and a local action, there may also 
be supply issues with these. 

 Prescribing data for Nottinghamshire suggested that this shortage will only affect approximately 
ten patients.  

*Personal communication with Rosemont 28/04/2020 

 

EMERADE® adrenaline autoinjectors – RECALLED 
 Due to a large number of reports of Emerade® autoinjectors failing to operate, the manufacturers 

have recalled all batches of the 150microgram, 300microgram and 500microgram strength 
devices from patients. 

 GP practices are advised to immediately contact all patients that have an Emerade® device (even 
if it was issued by the practice many months ago) to inform them that it needs to be replaced 
urgently.  The practice should issue a prescription for the JEXT® or Epipen® brands instead (note 
that the 500microgram pen can be switched to a 300 microgram pen – see MHRA alert for detail).    

 As all these devices have slightly different administration techniques; patients (or their carers) 
should be ideally shown how to use their new device by a healthcare professional.  However, if 
this is not possible due to current self-isolation or shielding measures, they should as a minimum 
be advised that the device is different and to check the information leaflet carefully and watch 
the online training videos. 

 There is good availability of both Mylan brand EpiPen Jr 0.15mg and EpiPen 0.3mg AAIs. The 
prescription validation process previously applied is no longer in place and the limit of two pens 
per prescription has now been lifted. Pharmacies are able to place orders and hold stock of 
EpiPen Jr 0.15mg and EpiPen 0.3mg AAI devices so that patient prescriptions can be fulfilled the 
same day. The shelf life of EpiPen 0.3mg auto-injectors has increased from 20 months to 24 
months. The shelf life of Epipen 0.15mg auto-injectors has increased from 18 months to 19 
months. Mylan UK manufacture twin packs so patients can carry two adrenaline auto injectors 
based on current guidance 

 The full MHRA recall alerts are available below for further information:- 

Emerade 300microgram recall alert 

Emerade 150microgram recall alert 

Emerade 500microgram recall alert 

 

ACETAZOLAMIDE- Resolved 
 Advanz/TEVA have stated that Acetazolamide 250mg MR capsules are now back in stock. 

 Acetazolamide 250mg immediate release tablets remain available. 

 Prescribers should consider switching any patients who have insufficient supplies of 
Acetazolamide MR capsules to Immediate Release tablets. 

  Information on switching and management of these patients can be found here 
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/acetazolamide-250mg-prolonged-release-capsules-advanz-teva/ 

 

 

https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1031/rheumatological-conditions-sulfasalazine-information-sheet.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/class-2-medicines-recall-emerade-500-micrograms-solution-for-injection-in-pre-filled-syringe-pl-33616-0015-el-20-a-23#brief-description-of-the-problem
https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/class-2-medicines-recall-emerade-300-micrograms-solution-for-injection-in-pre-filled-syringe-pl-33616-0014-el-20-a-20
https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/class-2-medicines-recall-emerade-300-micrograms-solution-for-injection-in-pre-filled-syringe-pl-33616-0014-el-20-a-20
https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/class-2-medicines-recall-emerade-150-micrograms-solution-for-injection-in-pre-filled-syringe-pl-33616-0013-el-20-a-14
https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/class-2-medicines-recall-emerade-150-micrograms-solution-for-injection-in-pre-filled-syringe-pl-33616-0013-el-20-a-14
https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/class-2-medicines-recall-emerade-500-micrograms-solution-for-injection-in-pre-filled-syringe-pl-33616-0015-el-20-a-23
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/acetazolamide-250mg-prolonged-release-capsules-advanz-teva/


LIVE DOCUMENT – UPDATED REGULARLY  
(press Ctrl + F5 together to ensure you see the most up to date version) 

 

Written by Medicines Optimisation Team, Nottingham & Nottinghamshire CCG. 7 
Last updated: 29/10/2020  Back to index 

AZATHIOPRINE - Resolved 
 The manufacturer advises that the 25mg dose should be back to stock on the 25th April but the 

50mg and 100mg are available in stock and can be ordered from LSB Movianto. 

 

PROPANTHELINE - Resolved 

 Propantheline 15mg tablets are out of stock until the end of May 2020. 

 Unlicensed imports of propantheline 15mg tablets are available. 

 Clinicians should review patients to determine the ongoing need for propantheline tablets. 

 Propantheline is the only licensed oral treatment for hyperhidrosis.  For other indications consider 
alternative anticholinergics or hyoscine butylbromide. 

 For patients with ongoing need and insufficient supplies to last until the resupply date, clinicians   
should consider prescribing unlicensed import.  

 The following specialist importer has currently confirmed availability of unlicensed propantheline 
15mg tablets (please note, there may be other companies that can also source supplies): Alium 
Medical; Mawdsleys. 

 

SUKKARTO® SR (modified release metformin) 
 The manufacturers report there is currently no supply problem with Sukkarto®, there is a delay in 

warehouse turn-around time for orders.  Community pharmacies should check with AAH, Alliance 
healthcare and Phoenix as all three wholesalers receive regular stock from Morningside who 
manufacture Sukkarto®.  Glucorex® SR is an alternative cost effective brand. 

 

HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE 
 The manufacturers report that there is currently no supply problem with hydroxychloroquine (last 

checked 20/4/2020). 

 The MHRA has issued guidance that chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine are not licensed to treat 
COVID19-related symptoms or prevent infection. Clinical trials are ongoing and no conclusions 
have yet been reached on safety and effectiveness. Until clear, definitive evidence is available 
that these potential treatments are safe and effective for the treatment of COVID19 then they 
should only be used for this purpose as part of a clinical trial. 

 For more information see Medicines Management FAQ “Can chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine 
be used to treat COVID19”. 

 

SYTRON ORAL SOLUTION (sodium feredetate) - Resolved 
There is a supply issue with Sytron oral solution (207.5mg/5ml sodium feredetate trihydrate containing 
27.5mg iron per 5ml). The manufacturer is unable to provide an expected availability date. 

Possible alternatives: 

Generic sodium feredetate oral solution is available from Advanz Pharma.  This also contains 27.5mg iron 
per 5ml (190mg/5ml sodium feredetate). The strength of the two preparations is the same as the 
concentration is expressed as the trihydrate salt for Sytron. 

If generic sodium feredetate is not available, alternatives include (check BNF & SPC for full dosing and 
licensing information); 

 Ferrous fumarate 140mg/5ml oral solution.  This contains 45mg of iron per 5ml so 3ml of ferrous 
fumarate is approximately equivalent to 5ml sodium feredetate. 
The liquid can be diluted with water immediately before to reduce the viscosity.  This may also 
reduce side effects if given via enteral tubes terminating in the jejunum. 

Tablets 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chloroquine-and-hydroxychloroquine-not-licensed-for-coronavirus-covid-19-treatment
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1553/hydroxychloroquine.pdf
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1553/hydroxychloroquine.pdf
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 Ferrous fumarate 210mg tablets contain 68mg iron.  The SPC states that the tablets may be 
crushed or chewed and are almost tasteless.  The tablets are not recommended for children. 

 Ferrous sulfate 200mg tablets contain 65mg of iron.  The tablets are coated so should be 
swallowed whole.  They are not recommended for children 

 Ferrous gluconate 300mg tablets contain 35mg of iron. The tablets are coated so should be 
swallowed whole.  They are licensed for children over 6. 

 

SLOZEM (diltiazem once daily) 
Discontinued Feb 2020. Consider Zemtard® brand as an alternative. 

 

H2 Antagonists 
All oral formulations of Ranitidine are anticipated to be out of stock, with no date for resupply until 
further notice.   

https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAttachment.aspx?Attachment_id=103377  

The APC has produced a document suggesting alternatives.   

https://www.nottinghamshiremedicinesmanagement.nhs.uk/media/1256/ranitidine_supply_disruption.p
df 

Patients should be switched to a PPI where possible.  The supply of alternative H2 antagonists is very 
limited.  Please be aware of drug interactions with cimetidine due to inhibition of cytochrome P450 
enzymes. 

Famotidine 20mg tablets: Tillomed: Out of stock. Resupply end Oct 2020; Teva: Out of stock. Resupply TBC. 

Famotidine 40mg tablets: Tillomed In stock; Teva: Out of stock. Resupply end of Oct 2020 

Cimetidine 200mg tablets: Ennogen: Out of stock. Resupply June 2021. Medreich: Out of stock. Resupply TBC. 

Cimetidine 400mg tablets: Ennogen:  Out of stock. Resupply June 2021; Medreich: Out of stock. Resupply TBC. 

Cimetidine 800mg tablets: Ennogen: Out of stock. Resupply June 2021; Medreich: Out of stock. Resupply TBC. 

Nizatidine 150mg tablets: Mylan: Out of stock. Resupply Jan 2021; Medreich: Out of stock. Resupply TBC; 
Relonchem: Out of stock. Resupply end Nov 2020. 

Nizatidine 300mg tablets: Mylan: Out of stock. Resupply Jan 2021; Medreich: Out of stock. Resupply TBC; 
Relonchem: Out of stock. Resupply end Oct 2020. 

 

VitA-POS eye ointment 
This product has been renamed Hyo Night.  Hylo Night has now been added to the drug and appliance 
browser on SystmOne so can be prescribed in the usual manner. 

Where the condition is self-limiting, patients should be advised to purchase as per NHS England guidance. 

Xailin Night is a similar liquid paraffin eye ointment and may also be a suitable alternative. 

 

Norimin and Brevinor 
Pfizer have advised that Norimin is out of stock until November 2020 and Brevinor is out of stock until 
Late October 2020. 

Norimin contains 35mcg of ethinylestradiol and 1g of norethisterone 

Brevinor contains 35mcg of ethinylestradiol and 500mcg norethisterone  

There are no direct alternatives to either of these contraceptives. The other ethinylestradiol and 
norethisterone COCs Loestrin 20 and Loestrin 30 have been discontinued. 

Cilique contains 35mcg ethinylestradiol and 250mcg norgestimate 

Levest or Rigevidon contain 30mcg ethinylestradiol and 150mcg levonorgestrel.  

Click here for advice about managing contraception during COVID19 pandemic. 

 

Laxatives 

https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAttachment.aspx?Attachment_id=103377
https://www.nottinghamshiremedicinesmanagement.nhs.uk/media/1256/ranitidine_supply_disruption.pdf
https://www.nottinghamshiremedicinesmanagement.nhs.uk/media/1256/ranitidine_supply_disruption.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/conditions-for-which-over-the-counter-items-should-not-routinely-be-prescribed-in-primary-care-guidance-for-ccgs/
https://www.fsrh.org/news/loestrin-20-and-30-are-no-longer-being-manufactured/
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1583/contraception.pdf
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Senna: 

Senokot Syrup – Out of stock until 14th December   

Senokot tablets – supplies of all pack sizes are limited. Generic senna tablets may be available from other 
manufacturers.    

For patients with swallowing difficulties consider bisacodyl tablets as these are smaller and coated so may 
be easier to swallow.  Other options may include ispaghula or macrogol sachets.  Docusate liquid tastes 
unpleasant but may be a suitable option for patients with feeding tubes.  Lactulose is no longer 
recommended in adults because many patients find it unpalatable.   

Glycerin suppositories – Care (Thornton and Ross) and Martindale report limited supplies.  Bisacodyl 
suppositories also out of stock.  Sodium citrate (Micralax or Micolette) micro-enemas may be an option. 

Docusate: 

Dioctyl and Dulcoeaze capsules – There are reported to be limited supplies of both the 100 and 30 capsule 
pack sizes.   Docusate solution tastes unpleasant. 

Bisacodyl Suppositories 

Manufacturing problems until January 2021.  Bisacodyl suppositories are used in paediatrics relatively 
widely but most commonly within paediatric urology for patients that have spinal issues which include 
constipation as part of the clinical picture. This is something which is sometimes prescribed in hospital but 
more usually the GPs are asked to prescribe. The alternative that is being suggested nationally is 
Lecicarbon C. https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/1913/smpc#gref 

  

Lecicarbon C suppositories consist of Sodium dihydrogen phosphate anhydrous 340mg / Sodium 
bicarbonate 250mg, cost £8.20 for 10 and are licensed for children. Note contra-indication in Soya and 
peanut allergy. Lecicarbon C are to be used in paediatric patients only where other laxatives cannot be 
used, for adults we should encourage self-care or use of an alternative route. We are updating the 
formulary to allow temporary use of Lecicarbon C. 

 

For more detail on treatment of constipation, see NICE CKS guidance for adults and children. 

 

Azelaic Acid 15% - Resolved 

Finacea® gel is out of stock until the middle of June.  This is normally second line to topical metronidazole 
(Acea® or Rozex®). 

Skinoren cream contains 20% azelaic acid but is only licensed for acne. 

Consider Ivermectin 1% cream (Soolantra®) for patients who have already tried metronidazole. 

Brimonidine gel (Mirvaso®) may be an option for who are significantly troubled by severe facial erythema 
of rosacea and who have not achieved a satisfactory response with other interventions. 

 

Metoprolol 
Aurobindo report intermittent supply of metoprolol 50mg and 100mg tablets.  See SPS for suggested 
alternatives https://www.sps.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Shortage-memo-metoprolol-11-May-
2020-1.doc  

 

 

 

HRT 
Shortages of various HRT formulations including Elleste Solo and Estraderm MX, continue.  Limited 
supplies of Evorel, Evorel Conti and Evorel Sequi patches are reported to available (June 2020). 

The British Menopause Society has produced a document listing possible alternatives 
https://thebms.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/HRT-alternatives-04.11.2019.pdf  

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/1913/smpc#gref
https://cks.nice.org.uk/constipation#!scenario
https://cks.nice.org.uk/constipation-in-children#!scenario
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Shortage-memo-metoprolol-11-May-2020-1.doc
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Shortage-memo-metoprolol-11-May-2020-1.doc
https://thebms.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/HRT-alternatives-04.11.2019.pdf
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Gaviscon Infant Sachets - Resolved 
There is currently intermittent supply due to increased demand.   

Consider a trial without treatment and if that is not successful, or not appropriate, then an alternative 
may be a feed thickener – Carobel (search for “Instant Carobel” or “Carob seed flour powder” on GP 
computer system). 

 

Danazol 
Discontinued December 2019. No new patients to be started. Unlicensed supplies may be available for 
patients taking for unlicensed indications and unable to be switched to alternatives. See CAS alert for 
more info. 

 

Bupropion (Zyban®) 
GlaxoSmithKine will be out of stock until the end of December 2020. Specialist importers can source 

unlicensed products. Lead times may vary; Champix (varenicline tartrate) and various nicotine 
replacement therapies remain available.   

 An SDA was issued on 29 May. See link below:  

https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103049 

 

Sulpiride 
Sanofi have discontinued sulpiride 200mg and 400mg.  

There is currently a shortage of sulpiride tablets, particularly the 200mg strength.  

• Consider temporarily changing to either the 400mg tablets which can be broken in half or the 
200mg/5ml oral solution.  Wockhardt have both strengths in short supply so issuing to wholesalers on 
allocation. Currently they are waiting for Stock from Suppliers in the early part of June. Medreich are 
currently experiencing supply issues with the 200mg strength but expect some stock soon. Medreich have 
limited stock of the 400mg strength available and are supplying this regularly to the main wholesale 
distributors: AAH and Phoenix. Rosemont have stock available of the 200mg/5ml oral solution. 

• If there is a situation where sulpiride becomes unavailable, please contact the specialist for advice. 

 

Phenelzine 15mg Tablets 
The sole supplier in the UK (Kyowa Kirin) has been out of stock for a while due to manufacturing issues, 
this is now likely to be the case until 2021.  

Phenelzine tends to only be used in difficult to treat patients and many of these patients have been 
stabilised on this treatment for a long time. Given the difficulties in withdrawing treatment and initiating 
new treatments in patients stabilized on Phenelzine it has been advisable until now to maintain them on 
this treatment using unlicensed imports. However, there are now global supply issues with the unlicensed 
imports. As there is now potential for patients to run out of supply during this shortage, it is advisable to 
urgently refer patients back to mental health specialist for advice on on-going clinical management. 

 

For further information see SDA-2020-011.pdf 

 

 

Betamethasone Drops - Resolved 

Betnesol drops (AMBER 2 for use in the eye, GREEN for use in the ear) now back in stock. 

Vistamethasone Drops (GREY non formulary) until October 2020.   

http://www.nottinghamshireformulary.nhs.uk/chaptersSubDetails.asp?FormularySectionID=25&SubSectionRef=A2.05.02&SubSectionID=A100&drugmatch=3978#3978
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAttachment.aspx?Attachment_id=103583
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103049
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewAndAcknowledgment/viewAttachment.aspx?Attachment_id=103600
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Alternatives: 

Pednisolone 0.5% drops can be used in the eyes or ears, but are AMBER 2 for use in the eye so speak to 
specialist before changing. 

For more options for treatment of inflammation of the ear see the Notts APC Formulary.  

For treatment of allergic rhinitis see APC guidance. 

 

Emollients 
Cetraben Cream - Supply issues are reported with the 500g pack size.  Cetraben cream is no longer in the 
Nottinghamshire Emollient formulary.  Consider prescribing an alternative formulary emollient.  Epimax 
Excetra cream is a comparable first line choice. 

https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1178/emollient-formulary.pdf  

 

Valproic acid (valproate semisodium) - Resolved 
 

Depakote 250mg tablets remain unavailable until early July 2020. Locally preferred brands are Depakote 
and Syonell. 

Lupin have advised that Syonell 250mg is back in stock at AAH, Alliance and Phoenix as of 19/06/20. 

A supply issue is also affecting the 250mg strength of the alternative brand Belvo. 

500mg tablets remain available, however the tablets are enteric coated so should be swallowed whole 
and cannot be halved.  The SPC advises that the total daily dose should be divided into two or three 
individual doses. 

Unlicensed imports may be available from NG, Sigma and Nupharm 

https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN-Valproate-semisodium1.pdf  

 

Sastravi and Stanek (levodopa / carbidopa / entacapapone) 
 

All strengths of Stanek are now available.  Certain pack sizes of some strengths of Sastravi remain out of 
stock.  The 100 tablet pack of 200mg/50mg/200mg is anticipated to be available by late October, the 100 
tablet pack of 150mg/37.5mg/200mg and the 30 tablet pack of 175/43.75mg/200mg by early November 

For further details see 

https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/Stanek-update2.pdf  

The alternative brand Stalevo remains available however this is not as cost effective.  Note that generic 
prescriptions are priced based on Stalevo so where available please continue to prescribe Sastravi or 
Stanek by brand as this is more cost effective. 

 

Mirtazapine orodispersible tablets - Resolved 
Supply issues are reported with all strengths of mirtazapine orodispersible tablets.  Accord estimate that 
15mg tablets will be available from 21st July, 45mg tablets in August and 30mg in November.  Aurobindo 
estimate re-supply to be end of July 2020. 

 

There are insufficient supplies of oral solution to support increased demand. 

 

Alternatives include:  

 prescribing mirtazapine tablets where the formulation is not critical (crushed tablets taste bitter 
and may numb the mouth so care is required with hot food or drinks);  

https://www.nottinghamshireformulary.nhs.uk/chaptersSubDetails.asp?FormularySectionID=12&SubSectionRef=12.01.01&SubSectionID=C100&drugmatch=2651#2651
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1231/allergic-rhinitis-primary-care-pathway.pdf
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1178/emollient-formulary.pdf
https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN-Valproate-semisodium1.pdf
https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/Stanek-update2.pdf
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 prescribing an unlicensed import of mirtazapine orodispersible tablets where standard tablets are 
not appropriate, and drug and formulation is critical; 

 switching to an alternative antidepressant which is available in a suitable formulation using 
national and local guidelines, in patients who are unable to swallow tablets.  

 

Where the above options are not appropriate and where mirtazapine orodispersible tablets are 
considered to be uniquely indicated or where they have been recommended / initiated by a specialist, 
clinicians should consider seeking advice/re-referring to a specialist for alternative medication choices and 
strategies for switching patients in primary care. 

 

Lacosamide - Resolved 
Vimpat® (lacosamide) 50mg tablets will be out of stock from early July until week commencing 20th July 
2020.   

Clinicians should consider prescribing Vimpat® (lacosamide) 10mg/ml syrup which is able to support the 
market during this time, ensuring that the patient is not intolerant to any of the excipients (contains 
sorbitol and aspartame) and is counselled on the appropriate dose and volume required. Vimpat tablets 
and syrup are bioequivalent. 

If the above option is not considered appropriate, advice should be sought from specialists on 
management options.  

 

Flixotide Nebules 
Flixotide® 0.5mg/2ml and 2mg/2ml nebules are out of stock from late June and August 2020, respectively.  

Re-supplies of both strengths is not now expected until mid-February 2021. 
 

Clinicians should identify patients receiving nebulised fluticasone and consider;  

reviewing the ongoing need for nebulised steroids and consider switching the patient to a steroid 
containing metered dose inhaler and spacer combination;  

prescribing an alternative steroid nebuliser solution e.g. budesonide 

Unlicensed imports may be available where these options are not appropriate. 

 

Imipramine 
Imipramine 25mg tablets are out of stock until early August. 10mg tablets remain available. Imipramine 
25mg/5ml oral suspension remains available but cannot support any increase in demand. 

 

Consider reviewing the need for ongoing treatment.  If ongoing treatment is required, consider; 

 Rounding up the dose of imipramine to the nearest equivalent dose that could be made up of 
10mg tablets without exceeding the maximum licensed dose (rounding down may cause 
withdrawal reactions/relapse). See SPC for further information. 

 Prescribing an alternate day dose regime following confirmation of patient understanding, to 
match the average existing dose e.g. 20mg/30mg on alternate days in place of a 25mg daily dose, 
in cases where the dose is felt to be critical.  

 Prescribing an unlicensed import of imipramine 25mg tablets where patients require the exact 
therapeutic total daily dose and work with local pharmacy teams to ensure orders are placed 
within appropriate time frames as lead times may vary.  

Obtain specialist advice on treatment options if none of the above are considered appropriate. 

 

Lodoxamide eye drops 

https://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/product/5790/smpc
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Novartis, sole supplier of lodoxamide (Alomide®) 0.1% eye drops, is out of stock and no resupply date is 
known at the moment. 

Alternatives may include sodium cromoglycate or antihistamine eye drops. NHS England advises that 
treatments for mild / moderate hayfever / allergic rhinitis should not be routinely prescribed.  Patients 
should be advised to purchase OTC for this indication. 

 

Stexerol D3 - Resolved 
Colecalciferol (Stexerol -D3) 25,000unit tablets are out of stock until w/c 24 August 2020. Colecalciferol 
(SunVit D3) 25,000unit tablets, colecalciferol (InVita D3) 25,000unit soft capsules and colecalciferol (InVita 
D3) 25,000 oral solution remain available.  Where this is not appropriate, other brands remain available 
so please prescribe generically as colecalciferol 1000units tablets. 

 

Lithium - Priadel 200mg and 400mg tablets 

 
The withdrawal of Priadel® from the UK market has been suspended. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-to-investigate-the-supply-of-bipolar-drug?=0  

 

In light of this, there is no longer a need to progress any system-wide switching of patients from Priadel® 
to an alternative brand of lithium. In practice this means that Priadel® tablets will continue to be available 
and Essential Pharma would need to give DHSC at least 6 months’ notice of their intention if they 
subsequently decide to withdraw any of their products from the UK market. 

 

Essential Pharma has shared that on the first of each month they have put in allocations for Priadel® 
tablets (200mg and 400mg) to each wholesaler based on historic demand. If any hospital or community 
pharmacy is in need of urgent stock of Priadel® tablets, they can be obtained through their distributor 
Movianto (tel. 01234 248 500 / email: Orders.UK@movianto.com).  

 

Securon and Half Securon SR tablets (verapamil MR) 
Securon SR 240mg tablets are now estimated to be out of stock until end of October 2020.  Half Securon 
SR 120mg tablets are out of stock until December 2020.  Of the alternative brands available, Vertab or 
Vera-til 240mg tablets are more cost effective than Verapress.   

 

Bupeaze 35mcg/hr and 52.5mcg/hr patches (buprenorphine) 
Resolved but some wholesalers reported to be restricting supplies to hospital only 

Other cost effective brands are available e.g. Relevtec, Carlosafine. 

Please contact the pharmacy to confirm availability. 

The price of generic prescriptions is based on Transtec.  Generic prescriptions are not EPS compatible if 
using SystmOne. 

 

Colestyramine (Questran and Questran Light) 
Questran is out of stock until 2021, intermittent supplies of Questran Light may be available.  A generic 
colestyramine sugar free is reported to be available.   

https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/shortage-of-bile-acid-sequestrants/  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cma-to-investigate-the-supply-of-bipolar-drug?=0
mailto:Orders.UK@movianto.com
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/shortage-of-bile-acid-sequestrants/
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Enalapril 20mg tablets 

Supplies are currently available from Aurobindo. Dexcel are expecting resupply by w/c 9 November and  
Noumed are expecting stock early 2021 

Other strengths remain available although some manufacturers also report shortages of 10mg tablets 
until mid/late October.  

Specialist importers can source unlicensed products. Lead times may vary.   

Alternative ACE inhibitors e.g. lisinopril or ramipril may be an option for some patients 

https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/Enalapril_20mg_tablets.pdf  

 

Clonidine 25mg tablets 
Almus and Accord are out of stock with no availability date.  Depending on dose it may be possible to use 
100mg tablets instead which can be halved, although please note that this would be unlicensed due to 
the different licensed indications. 

 

ManeVac Granules - Resolved 
 Manevac® granules 250g and 400g pack sizes are out of stock until 30 September 2020 and February 
2021 respectively.  Individual components of Manevac® are available (ispaghula husk 3.5-gram sachets 
and senna tablets 7.5mg).  For patients with insufficient supplies of Manevac® granules, clinicians should:  

review if treatment is still required;  consider switching to individual components providing there are no 
issues with excipients of these products; and; counsel patients on the different products and dosing 
regimen prescribed.  

 

Nabumetone 
Tillomed Laboratories Ltd., sole suppliers of nabumetone 500mg tablets, are out of stock until beginning 
of November 2020.  UKMi have provided clinical advice on prescribing in the absence of nabumetone.  
Where patients have insufficient supplies of nabumetone tablets to last until the re-supply date, 
clinicians/prescribers should; review patients to determine if continued analgesia is still required and if so, 
whether treatment with a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug (NSAID) remains appropriate. If NSAID 
treatment is appropriate consider an alternative NSAID or COX-2 inhibitor. 

If other NSAIDs are not appropriate or not tolerated, refer to BNF for consideration of other analgesics. 

If the above options are not considered appropriate unlicensed imports of nabumetone may be available.  
Prescribers should work with local pharmacy teams to ensure orders are placed within appropriate time 
frames as lead times may vary. 

 

Pethidine 50mg tablets 
Martindale are out of stock with resupply date to be confirmed. Supplies are currently available from Teva 
although they will be out of stock by the end of August. Specialist importers can source unlicensed 
products. Lead times may vary or be extended as this product is a controlled drug. 

 

Caverject 
10mcg and 20mcg vials are out of stock until w/c 31st August 2020 and 40mcg vials are out of stock until 
December 2020.  The Dual Chamber injection is out of stock until February 2021.   

Viridal Duo may be an option for patients who have used this before during previous shortages, however 
for new patients it needs to be initiated by the specialist as device specific training is required and the 
starter pack which contains the injector device is only available to hospitals. 

 

https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/Enalapril_20mg_tablets.pdf
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Dalacin T topical solution 
No resupply date.  Aqueous lotion remains available. 

Not a first line option. See acne section of antimicrobial guidelines  

https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1409/40-acne-mar-19.pdf?UNLID=6909705642020819142850  

 

Sterculia (Normacol®) 62% w/w granules and Sterculia & 
Frangula Bark (Normacol Plus®) 62%/ 8% w/w granules 

Normacol and Normacol Plus granules are out of stock until early October 2020.  

Sterculia is GREY (non formulary) in Nottinghamshire: consider switching to an alternative formulary 
preparation. See NICE CKS for clinical guidance on constipation. 

Unlicensed imports of Sterculia 62% w/w granules and Sterculia 62% w/w with Frangula Bark 8% w/w can 
be sourced, but very unlikely to be needed. UKMi have provided clinical advice on switching to alternative 
preparations in the Medicine Supply Notification.  

 

Pancreatin  
Pancrex V 125 mg capsules 
Note that Pancrex V is RED (specialist prescribing only) - Creon is preferred.  

There is a shortage of the Prancrex V 125mg. The last batch has expiry date of Aug 2020; but the company 
is optimistic that they would get supply by Mid –Late September. 

There is no issue with the other strength 340mg capsules and the Pancrex V powder is available through 
wholesalers. 

 

Gaviscon Advance Liquid 
250ml Peppermint out of stock until 23rd November 2020 

500ml Peppermint remains available and Aniseed now available again 

 

Note that Gaviscon Advance is amber 2 specialist recommendation for laryngopharyngeal reflux only. 

Peptac is the preferred alginate for use in primary care.   

Patients with mild / infrequent symptoms should be advised to purchase as per NHS England Guidance. 

 

Lansoprazole - Resolved 
Zoton Fastab 

15mg strength out of stock until w/c 12 October 

Zoton Fastabs are restricted in Nottinghamshire for use in patients with swallowing difficulties or who are 
on enteral tube feeding. They have smaller beads than many other brands of lansprazole orodispersible 
tablets so are often preferred for administration via PEG tubes.  Alternative brands are licensed for 
administrative via feeding tubes but the tablet may require dispersing in a different volume of water.  
Check the SPC or patient information leaflet for details. 

 

 

 

Spiroco (ropinirole) 4mg MR tablets  
Teva have advised that their supplier will no longer be supplying Spiroco XL.  There is adequate stock of 
2mg and 8mg tablets however stock of the 4mg strength is very low.  Patients should therefore be 
changed to an alternative brand.  Cost effective options include Ipinnia or Repinex. 

https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1409/40-acne-mar-19.pdf?UNLID=6909705642020819142850
https://cks.nice.org.uk/topics/constipation
https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN_2020_050-Normacol-and-Normacol-Plus-granules.pdf
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Memantine orodispersible Tablets (Valios ODT) - Resolved  
Valios ODT – memantine orodispersible tablets are back in stock. Pharmacies can order directly from their  

suppliers. 

 

Phenindione 
 

10mg and 25mg tablets are out of stock until early November 2020.   

 

Patients currently on phenindione who are allergic to or unable to take a coumarin 
(warfarin/acenocoumarol) should be referred for consideration of a DOAC or enoxaparin. 

 

There is very little evidence available to suggest a suitable transition protocol for patients switching from 

one VKA to another.   

10mg phenindione is approximately equivalent to 1mg warfarin or 0.5mg acenocoumarol.  

https://www.ouh.nhs.uk/services/referrals/specialist-medicine/documents/anticoagulant-protocols.pdf  

INR should be closely monitored and dose adjusted accordingly. 

Acea (metronidazole) 0.75% gel 
 

Re-supply no earlier than January 2021.   

Rozex gel or Rosiced cream are alternatives. 

 

Zonisamide 
 

Teva are out of stock of 50mg and 100mg capsules until December 2020.    Other manufacturer’s 
zonisamide capsules remain available.  Teva 25mg capsules remain available but cannot support any 
increase in demand. Glenmark are out of stock of zonisamide 50mg and 100mg until w/c 19 October and 
w/c 16 November 2020, respectively. All strengths of zonisamide capsules remain available from Eisai Ltd.  

Patients should be informed of the change in manufacturer’s product and advised to report any changes 
in seizure frequency to their GP.  If further advice is needed, or complications arise advice should be 
sought from secondary care specialists. 

 

 

Desmopressin  

 

10micrograms per actuation nasal spray 

Desmospray was recalled in June 2020 and remains unavailable.  Aspire Pharma have confirmed that the 
generic remains available.   

 

 

DDAVP 0.01% (100micrograms/ml) intranasal solution  

Will be out of stock from end of October until mid 2021.   

https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN2020_055-DDAVP-Desmopressin-
100mcg-per-1ml-intranasal-solution.pdf  

https://www.ouh.nhs.uk/services/referrals/specialist-medicine/documents/anticoagulant-protocols.pdf
https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN2020_055-DDAVP-Desmopressin-100mcg-per-1ml-intranasal-solution.pdf
https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN2020_055-DDAVP-Desmopressin-100mcg-per-1ml-intranasal-solution.pdf
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Octim  150 micrograms per actuation nasal spray 

 

Out of stock until mid-2021. 

Where patients have insufficient supplies of Octim® nasal spray, clinicians should refer them to their 
haemophilia treatment centre for consideration of switching to desmopressin (Octim®) 15 micrograms 
per ml injection. 

 

 

Co-careldopa 25mg/100mg tablets 
 

Teva is out of stock until June 2021. 

Sinemet Plus remains available and is more cost effective 

 

Eliquis (apixaban) 5mg tablets 
 

Limited supplies reported. 

Advice on switching to alternative DOACs and other anticoagulants can be found in appendix 1 of APC 
DOACs in DVT and PE guidance https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1075/doacs_for_vte.pdf  

 

Note that the thresholds for reducing doses in renal impairment differ between the different agents and 
indications.  See also anticoagulants in AF guidance 
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1043/anticoagulants-in-af.pdf 

 

Promethazine 25mg tablets 
 

Teva out of stock until January 2021.  Limited supplies of Phenergan available. 

10mg tablets and 5mg/5ml oral solution sugar free remain available. 

Hydroxyzine 25mg tablets may be an option for some patients although not suitable if risk of QT 
prolongation https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/hydroxyzine-atarax-ucerax-risk-of-qt-interval-
prolongation-and-torsade-de-pointes?UNLID=6561690872020107102711  

Note that alimemazine is expensive so should be prescribed on secondary care advice only. 

 

Salazopyrin EN tablets (sulfasalazine) 
 

Out of sock until w/c 30th November 2020 

Generic sulfasalazine 500mg enteric coated tablets and Sulazine EC remain available.   

Note that only enteric coated tablets should be prescribed for rheumatology indications. 

 

Chloral betaine 707mg tablets 
 

Atnah’s, sole supplier, are out of stock with resupply expected November 2020. 

Unlicensed specials are available through Alliance Healthcare using PIP code: 802-0745. 

 

Co-amilofruse 5/40 tablets 

https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1075/doacs_for_vte.pdf
https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1043/anticoagulants-in-af.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/hydroxyzine-atarax-ucerax-risk-of-qt-interval-prolongation-and-torsade-de-pointes?UNLID=6561690872020107102711
https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/hydroxyzine-atarax-ucerax-risk-of-qt-interval-prolongation-and-torsade-de-pointes?UNLID=6561690872020107102711
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Wockhardt, Milpharm and Sanofi (Frumil) are out of stock until w/c 21 September, mid-October and late 
December 2020, respectively. 

Co-amilofruse 2.5/20 tablets remain available from Wockhardt, Sanofi (Frumil LS) and Milpharm 

 

Sofradex drops 
 

Out of stock until December 2020.  Alternative preparations for use in the ear remain available. Otosporin 
first line.  Use in the eye is non-formulary. 

 

Risperdal 
 

Janssen-Cilag are discontinuing all strengths of Risperdal film-coated tablets and oral solution from the UK 
market in September 2020. 

Risperidone tablets and oral solution remains available from a number of other generic suppliers. 

 

 

Bydureon Dual Chamber Pen (Exenatide) 
 

This device is being replaced by the Bydureon BCise 2 mg prolonged-release suspension for injection.  
Health professionals should have received a letter from the manufacturers. 

 

Cefotaxime 
The 1g cefotaxime injection is out of stock. Cefotaxime manufacturer have said that the 1g preparation is 
out of stock completely with no date for when it will be available again and the 500mg is reserved for 
hospitals only. After consulting Dr Viv Weston at NUH, the Meningitis guideline on the APC website has 
been updated and ceftriaxone added as an alternative. 

 

Phytomenadione (Konakion MM Paediatric) 2mg/0.2ml 
ampoules 
 

Out of stock until 30 Nov 2020.  Unlicensed import available via Alliance and Mawdsleys. 

https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN2020_019U-Konakion-MM.pdf  

 

Celevac 500mg Tablets (methylcellulose) 
 

Discontinued. Non-formulary in Nottinghamshire. Consider alternative bulk forming laxatives e.g. 
ispaghula. 

 

Clobazam 
 

Frisum 10mg tablets are out of stock until early November 2020.  Pharmacies are advised to contact AAH 
or Phoenix in the first instance or Sanofi customer services 0800 854 430.  Clobazam is a category 2 
antiepileptic.  The need for continued supply of a particular manufacturer’s product should be based on 

https://www.nottsapc.nhs.uk/media/1368/15-meningitis-ivvw-kr.pdf
https://cached.offlinehbpl.hbpl.co.uk/NewsAttachments/2MM/MSN2020_019U-Konakion-MM.pdf
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clinical judgement and consultation with patient and/or carer, taking into account factors such as seizure 
frequency and treatment history. 


